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and Its Keepers Other similar questions have sometimes given trouble. Thus a time has come when one does
not know how to do without the Bible, for it is the foundation of religious life, the guidebook for Christian living;
and he does not know what to do with the Bible, for it appears to be in conflict with things which are taken for
granted in the ordinary affairs of life today. As we have gone farther in thought on the questions which arise,
we have become aware that in the Old Testament especially there are customs, such as vengeance for
wrongdoing, war, polygamy, which are approved, but we shrink from accepting the approval. We have
preserved a reverence for the Bible, and at the same time there is the beginning of distrust concerning it. The
difficulty lies in the fact that the history of the Bible is not known, and especially that the Bible itself has not
been given a proper opportunity to tell its own story of how it came into existence, of how it came to be the
Bible. There has been too much effort on the part of teachers to talk about the Bible rather than to let the Bible
talk for itself; there has been far too much enterprise in preparing theories into which to fit the Bible, and far
too little endeavor to gather the facts in the Bible which show its growth, and then let the explanation of the
Bible come out of the facts. There is ample room then, even at this late day, for a history...
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