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indexed. Not illustrated. 1899 Excerpt: .withdrew from the Metropolitan district last July it was because we
believed that conditions were such that it was not possible to do business with any prospect of profit; and now,
with the changed conditions, and with the expectation that the New York Exchange will be successful, we are
prepared to resume business in confident hope of the future under the plan of a branch office. The branch
office plan is determined upon because of the general ideas and policy of the company for the future. After
sixteen years of successful underwriting in the local agency of W. S. Banta, the managership of the branch
office here was tendered to him, and declined. | want to say right here, that in spite of the rumors and
statements since the Fire Association ceased to accept business in New York city suggestive of any inharmonious
conditions between the company and Mr. Banta, the actual relations have been those of perfect understanding
and mutual judgment of the wisdom of making no effort to refute them. I look upon Mr. Banta as being one of
the most efficient and best trained insurance men in New York city. We feel that the Fire Association is indebted
to Mr. Banta for many years of faithful and profitable service, and the separation is one of mutual regret. Until
the first of April the Fire Association will remain in Mr. Banta s office; on and after that date the business will be
conducted through...
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