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Assisi, who to the greatest innocence of life joined a studious chastisement of himself so that he seemed to bear
the image of Jesus Christ crucified not less in his life and customs than in the signs that were divinely impressed
upon him. The laws of that order, which have been by us suitably tempered, are very easily observed; their
importance to Christian virtue is by no means slight. Secondly, in so great private and public needs, since the
whole hope of salvation lies in the favor and keeping of our Heavenly Father, we greatly wish the revival of a
constant and confiding habit of prayer. In every great crisis of the Christian commonwealth, whenever it
happened to the Church to be pressed by external or internal dangers, our ancestors raising suppliant eyes to
Heaven have signally taught in what way and from whence were to be sought strong virtue and suitable aid.
Minds were thoroughly imbued with those precepts of Jesus Christ, Ask and it shall be given you; (Matt. vii. 7.)
We ought always to pray and to fail not. (Luke xviii. 1.) Consonant with this is the voice of the Apostles, pray
without ceasing; (1 Thessal. v. 17.) | desire, therefore, first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions and
thanksgivings be made for all men. (1 Tim. ii. 1.) On this point John Chrysostom has left us, with not less
acuteness than truth, the following comparison: as to man, when he comes naked and needing everything in
the world, nature has given hands by the aid of which to procure what is necessary...
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