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Random House USA Inc, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Reprint. 201 x 130 mm.
Language: English . Brand New Book. In this major new history of the Civil War, Bruce Levine tells the riveting
story of how that conflict upended the economic, political, and social life of the old South, utterly destroying the
Confederacy and the society it represented and defended. Told through the words of the people who lived it,
The Fall of the House of Dixie illuminates the way a war undertaken to preserve the status quo became a second
American Revolution whose impact on the country was as strong and lasting as that of our first. In 1860 the
American South was a vast, wealthy, imposing region where a small minority had amassed great political
power and enormous fortunes through a system of forced labor. The South s large population of slaveless
whites almost universally supported the basic interests of plantation owners, despite the huge wealth gap that
separated them. By the end of 1865 these structures of wealth and power had been shattered. Millions of black
people had gained their freedom, many poorer whites had ceased following their wealthy neighbors, and
plantation owners were brought to their knees, losing not only their slaves but their political power, their
worldview, their very way of life. This sea change was felt nationwide, as the balance of power in Congress, the
judiciary, and the presidency shifted dramatically and lastingly toward the North, and the country embarked
on a course toward equal rights. Levine captures the many-sided human drama of this story using a huge trove
of diaries, letters, newspaper articles, government documents, and more. In The Fall of the House of Dixie, the
true stakes of the Civil War become clearer than ever before, as slaves battle...
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