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three distinct, but now overlapping, areas of biomedical research: the aforemen- tioned recognition and
careful clinical description of specific diseases, the elucidation of the basic mechanisms of signal transduction,
and the application of the powerful tools of molecular biology and genetics. Fundamental studies on the
mechanisms of hormone action by Rodbell and colleagues at NIH culminated in the discovery of a major signal
transduction pathway involving heterotrimeric G proteins.
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