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eighteenth day. The new connective-tissue is called inflammatory or scar-tissue. At first it is highly vascular, a
recent scar being redder than the surrounding parts; but the tendency to contract is characteristic of this new
fibrous tissue, and as this proceeds vessels disappear and the scar, in the course of some weeks or months,
becomes white as compared with surrounding parts. This contractwn of scar-tissue may produce serious
results, such as the gravest deformities, or atrophy of the essential epithelial elements of glands (see Cirrhosis of
the Liver ). The contraction is most marked where the tissues are loose, as about the scrotum. It appears to be
essential to the process of healing; for this will cease in a callous ulcer of the leg, if infiltration of surrounding
tissues and adhesion to deeper parts arrests contraction. A scar is always a weak point in the system, and a
tight scar is always irritable and very liable to break down. The tendency of scars is to become fainter. But
granulation-tissue does not always develop into scar-tissue. If the continued irritation become excessive, or the
vascular supply be deficient, the process may be arrested at any stage, and degeneration will follow. Deficient
blood-supply may be due to...
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