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Frederick J. Teggart represents another attempt to prove that history is not a
natural science, that it should be a natural science, but that it
cannot be a natural science unless it abandons the methods
employed up to the present by historians and adopts the
methods employed by natural scientists. With all of which one
might most heartily agree, while pointing out to Professor
Teggart that the result of the application of the methods of
natural science to past social data would give us sociology, the
laws of social development, and not history, the unique
synthesis of social evolution. Professor Teggart s argument
against the present methods of the historian rests; it seems to
me, upon a number of false assumptions. It is not true that
science and natural science are synonymous; the former
embraces the latter and something more, the synthesis of past
social facts called history being quite as scientific as the
synthesis of past social facts called sociology. It is not true that
history is the statement of an indeterminable number of
concrete individual...
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